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Boosters,
kids’ shots
continue
rising in RI

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

The founder of Hope’s Harvest has a mission:
Plucking ‘seconds’ from RI farms to feed people.
Given a minute, she might talk you into helping.

THE GLEA NERS

State health officials
reaching out to families
G. Wayne Miller
Providence Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

CUMBERLAND – Growing numbers
of children in the youngest group eligible for COVID-19 vaccination, 5 to
11 years old, are getting their shots.
The number of adults receiving
booster shots is rising, too.
On both counts, the Requintina
family is doing their part.
Father Edwin Jr. was boosted last
week, and his wife, Brett, is scheduled
for next week.
Son Brandon is 4 and will be getting
his first shot next spring, when he
turns 5.
And daughter Aya, 6, got hers two
weeks ago, not long after children 5 to
11 became eligible.
“She was a little nervous about the
shot, but she was very excited about
being vaccinated,” Brett Requintina
told The Journal in an interview Tuesday.

Over quickly and no tears
Aya Requintina received her vaccination at a clinic run by Cumberland’s
Department of Emergency Medical
Services. “Cumberland EMS did an
amazing job making the vaccine clinic
fun and kid-friendly,” her mother said.
See BOOSTERS, Page 13A

Alex Kuffner Providence Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

PORTSMOUTH – The view of Narragansett Bay from the crest of Aquidneck
Island was stunning, but Eva Agudelo was more interested in the ground beneath her feet.
Searching for stray cabbages in one of the fields at DeCastro Farms, she
picked her way through the dirt, stopping every few steps to bend down, slice
through a stalk and retrieve a leafy green head. Agudelo worked with a practiced
hand, as did the two volunteers who labored alongside her on a brilliantly sunny
morning. In less than two hours, they harvested about 1,300 pounds of cabbage.
None of it was destined for sale. Instead, Agudelo, executive director of
Hope’s Harvest RI, made sure it was all donated to feed the hungry.
Founded three years ago by Agudelo, her Providence-based nonprofit occupies a unique niche in Rhode Island’s food system, collecting unharvested fruits

After the harvest has
swept through
DeCastro Farms in
Portsmouth, Eva
Agudelo and others
glean the cabbages
left behind — too
small, too large or
too misshapen for
the supermarket, but
still fresh, nutritious
produce suitable for
food pantries and
soup kitchens.
DAVID DELPOIO/THE
PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

See HOPE’S HARVEST, Page 18A

New on college menus: Tackling hunger
Food insecurity problem
on campuses nationwide

PROVIDENCE – It may be hard to
imagine, but nearly three in five college
students nationwide said they experienced food or housing insecurity last

fall, according to Temple University’s
Hope Center for College, Community
and Justice.
At Brown University — where tuition,
including room and board — tops
$79,800 a year, 22% of undergraduates
responding to a college survey said they
had skipped meals because they didn’t
have enough money for food.
Those numbers doubled for students
receiving financial aid, first-generation
college-goers and students from his-

Art fundraiser

Weather

Peter Tunney’s latest works focus on
wrongful incarceration. 2A

High 56° | Low 38°
Sunshine. Forecast, 16A

Linda Borg
Providence Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Requintina family, from left: Aya,
Brett, Edwin and Brandon. PROVIDED

With vaccines, holiday looks better, but
there are COVID-19 hot spots. 7A

torically under-represented groups.
Food insecurity is a lack of consistent access to enough food for an active, healthy life.
Of the five Rhode Island colleges the
Journal spoke with, four have some
sort of food-assistance program.
“For today’s college student, the
way their education is funded is vastly
different,” said Jacqui Springer,
See COLLEGES, Page 21A
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Hope’s Harvest
Continued from Page 1A
BOARD OF LICENSES
CITY OF PROVIDENCE
ROOM 104 – CITY HALL
The Board of Licenses will
be in its office on Thursday,
December 2, 2021 at 4:00 PM,
in Probate Court, 5th Floor,
City Hall, at which time and
place all owners of the land
within 200 feet of these locations may file their objections
to the granting of these licenses. Remonstrance must be
filed on or before the time of
the Hearing. If you need assistance or accommodations,
email licensing@providenceri.
gov <mailto:licensing@provid
enceri.gov> 48 hours in advance of hearing
TRANSFER OF CLASS A
(PACKAGE) LIQUOR TO
SAME LOCATION
DGRR Corp
dba Los Primos Liquors
219 Academy Ave
to Academy Liquor Corp
dba Academy Liquor
219 Academy Ave
NEW CLASS BV
(RESTAURANT)
BX (2AM CLOSING)
Teatro Cafe 401 LLC
Teatro Cafe 401
679 - 681 Valley St
BY ORDER OF THE
BOARD
Dylan Conley
Chair & Secretary

Access
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both
in-paper and
online 24/7
providencejournal.com/
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Search for
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Foreclosures
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401.277.7788

TOWN OF JOHNSTON
NOTICE
of matters pending and for
hearing in said court
The Probate Court of the
Town of Johnston will be in
session on the dates specified
in the notices below at 8:15
A.M. at the Probate Court,
1600 Atwood Avenue, Johnston, R.I. 02919 unless noted
below, for hearing On said
matters.
Clemence, Barbara C.,
Estate # 2020-7 Petition for
Sale or Mortgage of Real Estate Located on Assessors
Plat#48; Lots #10 and #232,
Located at o Belknap Farm
Road and Greenville Avenue,
Johnston, RI 02919. For Hearing on December 14, 2021.
Joint, Thomas G., Estate
#2021-183 Timothy Joint,
having qualified as Administrator C.T.A. of the Estate.
Creditors must file their
claims in the office of the Probate Clerk in the Time required by law beginning November 18, 2021.
Ballou, Susan E., Estate
#2021-111 Paul M. Dimaio,
having qualified as Administrator of the Estate. Creditors
must file their claims in the
office of the Probate Clerk in
the time required by law beginning November 18, 2021.
DiMuccio, Florence M.,
Estate #2021-191 Petition for
Probate of Will hearing on
December 14, 2021.
Cappelli, William Martin, Estate #2021-128 Elinor
Cappelli and Tracy Conti having qualified as CoAdministratrix of the Estate.
Creditors must file their
claims in the office of the Probate Clerk in the time required
by law beginning November
18,2021.
Moniz, Victor M., Estate
#2021-185 Antonio J. Pires
having qualified as Administrator of the Estate. Creditors
must file their claims in the
office of the Probate Clerk in
the time required by law beginning November 18, 2021.
Aquilante, William, Jr.,
Estate
#2021-186 Elisa
Bergantino and William
Aquilante, III having qualified
as Co-Executor’sof the Estate.
Creditors must file their
claims in the office of the Probate Clerk in the time required
by law beginning November
18, 2021.
Carrier, Elizabeth A., Estate #2021-174 Petition for
transfer of Real Estate on Assessors Plat #15; Lot 140, located at 48 Leading Street,
Johnston, RI 02919 For hearing on December 14, 2021.

and vegetables that would otherwise go to waste and
distributing them to food pantries and other organizations that help the poor.
With Thanksgiving here and Christmas just around
the corner, this is typically a busy time of year for
Hope’s Harvest as it gathers up everything from apples to kale to butternut squash for holiday meals.
But it’s even busier this year because of the unseasonably warm weather. There hasn’t been a hard frost
yet, so farmers are still able to harvest their crops. And
that means Agudelo and her team are still hard at work
gathering up whatever is left behind.
Farmer Stephen DeCastro came through this field
off Middle Road the day before and took all the cabbages he could sell. But it’s not worth his time to harvest the ones that remain. Most are too small for grocery stores. Others are misshapen.
If Agudelo hadn’t called him, DeCastro would have
plowed the vegetables under to enrich the soil and
ready the field for next year’s planting of corn.
“If it’s a little small or a little big, people complain.
There’s nothing wrong with the cabbage that we’re
cutting today. They’re just undersized for the consumer market,” DeCastro said from the seat of his tractor.
“These days, nobody wants it unless it’s absolutely
perfect.”
“I want it!” Agudelo practically shouted as she
tossed cabbages into a bin.

2004 Honda Element AWDWas
$6995 Black Friday Sale$4995
401-583-5401Frenchtown Auto
Sales 499
2006 Acura MDXWas $7995
Black Friday Sale $5950 call
4 0 1 - 5 8 3 - 4 5 0 1
Frenchtownautosales.com
2007 Chevy Equinox AWD Was
$7995 Black Friday Sale$4995
4 0 1 - 5 8 3 4501Frenchtownautosales.com
2009 Acura TSX technologyWas
$7995 Black Friday Sale$5995
4 0 1 - 5 8 3 - 4 5 0 1
Frenchtownautosales.com
2012 Volvo S60Was $7995 B.F.
Sale
$5900401-5834500Frenchtownautosales.com

Trucks/Trailers
2011
TOYOTA
TACOMA
4x4Was $22,995 B. Friday
Sale$18,950
401-5834501Frenchtownautosales.com

Autos/Trucks
Wanted
GET A MINIMUM $400.00+
CASH For Any Complete Vehicle. No Keys/Title OK. Free Pick
up! 401-648-9300
JUNK CARS WANTED
$CASH PAID$ from $200 up to
$1000. 401-418-4521, Lic. 61
www.bigbucksjunkcars.com

Providence
County

Commercial
Industrial For Rent

Burrillville, Cumberland,
Foster, Glocester, Lincoln,
No. Smithfield, Scituate,
Smithfield, Woonsocket

COVENTRY Drive thru Pad Site
available. Come join Northern
Thrift at 495 Tiogue Ave., Coventry RI. Call or Text Rodney D.
(Brokers Welcome) 631-3276300, rjdowless@gmail.com

SCITUATE Neat 23 x 37’, 2 bed
Ranch, oak kitchen, large living
room, oil hot water heat, partially
finished basement, 12 x 12’
porch, workshop/shed, 3/4 acre,
surrounded by Scituate Watershed land, $285,000 Long Realty 401-647-5454.
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SMITHFIELD / GREENVILLE
Quality built Ranch, living room
with fireplace, cherry kitchen, 3
beds with hardwoods, two large
rooms and lavette/laundry in
walkout basement, many updates, garage, great area,
$429,900 Long Realty 647-5454
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Find the home…
the car… the job
of your dreams…
In-paper and online.

CLASSIFIED
To advertise, call 401.277.7700

POLICY STATEMENT
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising which is in violation of the law. Our readers
are hereby informed that all advertisements in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity
basis.
Anyone who feels he or she has been discriminated against or who would like more information
should contact:
R.I. Human Rights Commission
401-222-2661
Prov. Human Relations Commission
401-351-0475
Dept. of Housing & Urban Development
401-277-8300
Truth in advertising is covered under "The Unfair Trade Practice and Consumer Protection Act" which
is enforced by the Attorney General’s Division of Consumer Protection. This Division investigates consumer complaints against manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers as well as all forms of deceptive
trade practice including misrepresentation in advertising, if you have a complaint or would like information, you may call (401) 222-2104.
All real estate advertising is subject to the federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, as amended, which
makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or familial status or any intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination."
Where Rhode Island law is applicable, discrimination on the basis of marital status, age, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression and handicap is also prohibited. Discrimination in Rhode Island is
also prohibited on the basis that a tenant or applicant, or a member of the household, has obtained, or
sought or is seeking, relief from any court in the form of a restraining order for protection from domestic abuse.
Advertisements pertaining to public accommodations are covered by the R.I. Statute on Public Accommodations. Discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex or sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age or handicap is prohibited.
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Getting produce to the hungry
Their exchange neatly encapsulates what Hope’s
Harvest is all about. An extraordinary amount of fruits
and vegetables goes unharvested — billions of tons a
year nationwide — because they may not look right,
they may be surplus to what a farmer can sell or they’re
too labor-intensive to collect.
“The farmers aren’t doing anything wrong,” Agudelo said. “People think of it like a factory — you make as
many widgets as you have customers for. But the natural world is nothing like a widget factory.”
That’s why Hope’s Harvest stepped in. While there
are longstanding operations in other states to ensure
produce isn’t wasted, before Agudelo started her organization three years ago, there was nothing like it in
Rhode Island.
The Rhode Island Community Food Bank used to
organize trips to farms from time to time, and smaller
food pantries would sometimes do the same. But those
excursions didn’t happen often and groups were limited in how much they could take.
A former program director at the food bank who
holds a master’s degree in nutrition science from Tufts
University, Agudelo had spent years working with
farmers and knew what was available if it could just be
collected.

‘It wasn’t anybody’s job to do this’
Automobiles
For Sale

After the harvest, gleaning what’s left of the
cabbages at DeCastro Farms in Portsmouth.

“The farmer’s job is to farm. The food pantry’s job is
to give out food. It wasn’t anybody’s job to do this. And
it has to be,” she said.
The specific word for what her organization does is
gleaning. The term itself goes back to the 14th century,
but the practice of farmers allowing people onto their
land to gather what remains after the harvest is ancient.
Hope’s Harvest has a single overarching goal: to
make sure produce that would otherwise go unpicked
gets to those in need.
But by doing that, the organization fulfills several
other aims. Clearly, it reduces the amount of food that
goes to waste.
But it also addresses an issue of social inequality by
ensuring that people who depend on monthly or weekly supplies from a food pantry are getting the freshest
produce, which will stay good longer.
Hope’s Harvest strengthens the local food system
by making it less dependent on imports from other
states. It cuts down on greenhouse-gas emissions associated with trucking food long distances.
And, though the organization gets much of the produce it collects for free, it has started paying for a good
deal of food, not only buying surplus goods but also
contracting with farms to grow crops.
That’s money that goes directly to farmers, which
helps keep them in business. It’s no small thing in a
state that has the most expensive farmland in the nation, where the incentive to sell can be significant.
In its first year of operation, Hope’s Harvest collected 36,000 pounds of food. That number grew to
274,000 pounds last year.

Volunteers harvest crops
Agudelo started Hope’s Harvest by herself, but
she’s no longer alone. The organization has another
full-time employee, and a staff position is filled on a
rotating basis by an Americorps member. During the
busiest months of late spring and summer, Agudelo

Eva Agudelo started the nonprofit Hope’s Harvest to
bridge the gap between farmers and agencies
feeding the hungry.

also brings on paid harvesters.
But the endeavor is in large part dependent on the
organization’s team of volunteers, some of whom will
show up a few days a year and others who treat their
work almost as part-time employment, coming out
three times a week or more.
Donna Matthews, a volunteer at the Portsmouth
Community Food Bank, falls into the former group so
far. She’s participated in a handful of gleanings, but
she also picks up deliveries from the Hope’s Harvest
operations center in Providence once a week. If not for
the fresh fruits and vegetables, the food bank would be
buying canned goods.
“I know our clients are grateful for the fresh produce,” Matthews said. “This is a tremendous help.”
It may seem a difficult task to attract volunteers for
what can be dirty, difficult work. Who really wants to
spend an August day picking corn under an unrelenting sun for no pay when they could be napping on a
beach instead? A lot of people, it turns out.
Agudelo had no trouble persuading people to lend a
hand. She’d set up a table in farmers markets and talk
to passersby.
“I’d say, ‘Do you want to volunteer on farms to feed
the hungry?’” she said. “And some people would keep
walking and for others, I’d see it immediately, and
they’d go, ‘Yeah, yeah, I do.’”
Her powers of persuasion were evident at DeCastro
Farms when she handed a knife and bucket to a reporter and had him searching for heads of cabbage alongside Matthews and fellow volunteer Bob Green.
Hope’s Harvest now has a core group of about 25
volunteers who come out regularly. Their numbers
swelled at the height of the pandemic last year when,
for some people, gathering produce outside became
attractive as a safe form of social interaction.
“Our trips were filling up within two hours of me
posting them,” Agudelo said.

‘We do the work’
DeCastro and his two brothers run a farmstand on
East Main Road, which they supply from the 99 acres
they own and another 40 acres they lease. Now 65
years old, DeCastro’s been farming his whole life.
“When we bought our first tractor, my father put me
on it to see if I could reach the pedals,” he laughs.
The family grows sweet corn, green beans, peppers,
tomatoes — anything that can be sold at the stand.
They also supply wholesalers in Providence and Boston. As for the less-than-perfect produce, what DeCastro describes as “the seconds,” his family eats what
they can, but the rest would otherwise stay in the
fields.
“It would have gone to waste,” he said. “So I’m just
glad to help.”
He lifted the full bin of cabbages into the Hope’s
Harvest box truck. The vegetables were destined for
the Elisha Project, an East Providence nonprofit that
prepares meals for the poor.
“It’s been good working with you this year, Steve. I
appreciate it,” Agudelo told DeCastro.
“We didn’t do a whole lot,” he said.
“That’s the whole idea,” Agudelo said. “We do the
work.”

Advertisements pertaining to credit are covered by the federal Equal Credit Opportunity Act. This law
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, and
age (provided that a person has the capacity to enter into a binding contract).
All employment advertising in this newspaper is subject to the State of Rhode Island Fair Employment
Practices Act. It is a violation of said law to print or publish or cause to be printed or published any notice of advertisement relating to employment or membership indicating any preference, limitation, specification or discrimination based upon race or color, religion, sex or sexual orientation, gender identity
or expression, handicap, age or country of ancestral origin.

SCAN TO WATCH
TRANSFORMATION

“The quality of NEWPRO’s
windows were superior to the
other windows we had seen...
and I think we got a great
product at a good price.”
- Frank I. Pembroke, MA

FALL IN LOVE WITH YOUR
WINDOWS SAVINGS EVENT

20% OFF
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FEATURED
PEMBROKE, MA
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combined with other offers. Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 60 months. Actual
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